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PE unhappy Differences 
chat have of late employed 
the Pen and the Preſs, for 
ſome Time, has made me 
think that that in a Sort is 
verify d of them, which So- 
oo lomon ſays of rhe Tongue, 
Prov. xviii. 21. But however it be as to that, 
it is certainly more eligible in it ſelf, to 
endeavour to extinguiſn the Flame of 
Contention, than nicely to enquire into 
the firſt Kindling of the ſame, to what 
Degrees it is riſen, or what may be the 
Effects and Conſequences of it at laſt. 
When an Houſe is on Fire, who will be- 
ſhrew the officious Hand, that kindly 
and willingly offers its Aſſiſtance, to pre- 
vent its Ruin and Deſtruction? Certain- 
ly, the kind Endeavour may claim a bet- 
ter Encomĩum, than that of Raſhneſs or 
Indiſcretion : And tho this ſhould be the 
Effect, it will no way leſſen che Intention 

mY 'A 3 of 


of the Perſon, whoſe Endeavouts were 
uſed to prevent his Neighbout's Ruin, or 
at leaſt conſiderable- Prutlice. This 
Conſideration hath occaſioned my taking 
up the Pen, to treat of Peace; and ſo 
much the rather, becauſe others keep up 
theirs, in a way of Strife and Conten- 
tion: And had I a Genius ſuitable to the 
Divine and Noble Subject, it might be 
| that the Hearing the Sweetneſs 
and Excellency of Peace, like harmoni- 
ous Muſick; might compoſe jarring Minds, 
and happily charm them into a better 
Temper. And could T by the Pen, re- 
preſent Peace rifing in her ſuperior and 
lovely Charms, I know it would attract 
the Eye, and raviſh the Heart of the de- 
lighted Beholder : Nor would her Riyal 
Anger do more than; like a Foil to a 
Diamond, ferve to illuſtrate her fuper- 
excellent Beauty. n 
Peace is a very comprehenſive Word, 
and the Thing it ſelf carries with it all 
that is truly deſirable; for it is the very 
Quinteſſence of Happineſs, (a true and 
well grounded Peace I mean is ſo.) And 
altho it is natural for Perſons, even for 
wicked Perfons, to defire Happinefs ; as 
appears by Balaam, Numb. xxiii. 16: yet 
it is as natural for Perſons to miſtake; in 
the Choice and Purſuit of it; for 8 4 
| Nat 
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kart its Counterfeits, fo hath true peace 


and true Hap 8 many more. And 
as Perſons deſigning for x beat and 
well ſcituated Hate, may miſtake rhe 
Road that leads to it and 0 travail on 
till they are turned with their Backs up- 
on it; ſo Perſons may miſtake the thing 
ir elf, Peace; and alſb the Way to attain 
it: And as an ignorant Beaſaut may 
give Directions on the Road to Perſons, 
in other things far more undetſtanding 
chan e a . of mean Abili- 
ties, by propoſing t atter, may put 
others on the kh whether they ate 
in the way of Peace, or not: And it 
| order herets, it's c Bow r to ſhew 
Negatively, "and Poſicively, What Peace 
is not, arid what is obſfrudtive theters ; 
and what true Peace 18, and Whieteby it 
is ptomoted; and which will beſpeak che 
Excellency of it. 
To begin with the Firſt, aud to ſhow 
what trde Peace is ti6t, of wherein it 1 
not, it cannot cbnfiſt; and Rete firfk 
true Peace doth not, not cannot, conf! aſiff 
in à State of Sin; while Perſons live in 
a Stare of Eamity agaitift God, they nei- 
ther have, nor 84 have, true Peace 
within theinfelves; no, not without them. 
ſelves neithet : There is no Peace to the. 


Wicked, ſaith my God, Tha. En. 11. 
ikta, ſaith my = 
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And as there can be no Peace in a 
ſinful State, ſo neither can there be any 
true Peace in ſinful Practices; ſo that it 
may be asked, What Peace, what true 
Peace, as well as what Fruit had ye in 
thoſe Things, whereof ye are nom aſhamed > 
&c. Rom, vi. 21. Surely Peace was not, 
nor could not be the Fruit of thoſe Things. 
Thirdly, Perſons of a quarelſome vin- 
dictive Temper, can ſeldom have true 
Peace; ſuch are oft-times now, as the 
Phariſees were formerly, ſtrict (perhaps 
to a Fault) in the Obſeryation of Rites 
and Ceremonies ,. and omit the weightier 
Matters of the Law and Goſpel; even 
the Love of God, and Charity towards 
their Neighbours: And this makes way 
for Perſons to cenſure, and condemn O- 
thers, while the Motions of their own 
Hearts, and the Actions of their Lives, 


» * 
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paſs by unobſerved: till at laſt, with Rel- 
 larmine, while they pretend to know 
much abroad, they are very ignorant of 
themſelyes, and are as unacquainted with 
their own Hearts, as that proud Cardi- 
nal was, of whom it is ſtoried, That 
when he was to be confeſs d, knew not 
what to confeſs; but was fain to run 
back to ſome ſtaring Evils of his Youth. 
And when, and where this is the Caſe, 
jt is no wonder that we behold, and are 
* 28 - offend- 


1 
offended to behold, a Mote in our Bro- 
ther's Eye; altho at the ſame time, there 
is a Beam in our own, that is not ob- 
ſerved by us: Then tis, we are prone 
ro mate a Man an Offender for a Word; 
and to lay a Snare for him that reproveth 
in the Gate, &c. Iſa. xxix. 21. This 
cenſorious, vindictive Temper, makes us 
forget, and ſo to offend againſt the Rule 
of our Saviour, That whatſoever we would 
that Men ſhould do to us, we ſhould do even 
fo to them, Mat. vii. 12. But here it may 
be objected, that my Love to my ſelf is 
here made the Standard of my Love to 
my Neighbour; and conſequently, if any 
are ſo evil-minded, as to Villify and A- 
buſe me wrongfully, I lawfully may, and 

onght, to vindicate my ſelf, In anſwer, 

it is not only lawful, but a commendable 
Duty ſo ro do, provided it be done in a 
ſuitable manner: It is lawful for us to 
vindicate our Integrity to God and Man; 
but this can't he done by injurious Acti- 
ons, nor abuſive Words : We muſt by no 
means do Evil that Good may come, nor 
muſt we render to any Man Evil for Evil, 
1 Theſſ. v. 15. Nor Railing for Railing, 
but contrariwiſe, Bleſſing, 1 Pet. iii. 9. For 
if any beſpatter us with their Tongues 
or Pens, or turn them into Swords againſt 
us, to wound our Reputation, we muſt 
Vt not 
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nat. retaliare in like ſort; tho we may 
ſs ours as a Shield to ward off the 
Blow, or may make it the Herald af our 
Innoceney: Had this heen, all the Uſe that 
had been made of Writing, in A 
Controverſies, I helieve they would have 
been contracted in a far narrower Compaſs 
than now they are; for there would not, 
there could not, be a going on to wound 
the Reputation of each other, if the fore- 
mentioned Rule were duly conſidered and 
N But we may do well to con- 
der, that hy profeſſing this Rule, and 
by acting contrary thereto, we condemn 
our ſelves: For, thinkeſt thou O Man, that 
judgeſt them which do ſuch things, and doſt 
the ſame, that thou ſhalt. eſcape the Jus: 


ment of God? Rom. ii. 3. More ſafe and 


more happy were it for us, if inſtead of 
this fieree, vindictive Temper, we were 
of the meek: Diſpoſition, of Biſhop Craw- 
mer, whoſe Lenity and Charity was ſuch, 
that it became a Proverb of him, Do the 
Archliſtap of Canterbury a Diſpleaſare, 
and you will always have him for yaur 


Friend. No leſs to be imitated was the 


Spirit and Temper of Caluia, which he 
manifeſted toward Luther: Let Luther 
(fays he) call me a Dog, or à Devil, I 


will ſay ef him nevertheleſs, be is a pre- | 
ciaus Servant of Feſus Chriſt. And even 


Socrates 


* 
* 
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Socrates (tho an Heathen) may well be 
propounded as a Pattern, both to teach 
and ſhame us; for he being offended with 
his Servant; I had ſmitten thee, ſays he 
ro him, if I had not been angry. What! 
ſhall we that profeſs to be Chriſtians, be 
caſt far behind a Heathen, in the exerciſe 
of Patience and Lenity? For my part, I 
fear, whatever has got, that ſerious pra- 
ical Godlineſs has loſt Ground by our 

unhappy Differences and Debares. 
If it be asked, whether when a Perſon 
is wronged in his Name or Reputation, 
he may not lawfully diſcover the Faults of 
his Accuſer, eſpecially his want of Vera- 
city, in order to take off the Strength of 
his Evidence againſt him, and to vindi- 
cate himſelf againſt the Aſperſions caſt 
upon him? I anſwer ; It may be lawful 
for a Perſon when he is wrongfully ac- 
cuſed, and has no other way left to take 
off the Calumny, but to expoſe the Ac- 
cuſer's Crimes; he may lawfully expoſe 
them, to Invalidate his Teſtimony : But 
then we muſt take heed, that we are not 
privately glad of our Accuſer's Failings ; 
for all ſuch Rejoycing is Evil, Fames iv. 
6. No, but inſtead of this, we mult te- 
member and act as if we did remember, 
that the Grace of Divine Love, which 
whoſoever. is ena is void of " o- 

| ther 
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ther Grace: That this Grace of Love, 1 
ſay, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, 1 Cor. xiii 
6. if we cannot ſay as David of 
Abner, 2 Sam. iii. 38. that a Prince and 
a mighty Man, yet we may ſay, a Fel- 
low Chriſtian, or at leaſt a Fellow Crea- 
ture is fallen. And inſtead of rejoycing 
thereat, we ſhould ſhew our ſelves to be 
far better Chriſtians, if we did ſincerelx 
imitate the Humility, Piety, and Charity 
of one of the Ancients; who was wont 
to weep over the Failings of his Fellows, 
and to aſſign theſe two Reafons for this 
his Practice: I weep (ſays he) for that 
my Brother is fallen; and likewiſe be- 
cauſe I know not how ſoon it may be 
my own Caſe. And here I can't forbear 
ine. that I verily believe, that had 

this been more practiſed among us, in our 
late ä neither the Pen, nor 
the Preſs, would have been elogg d with 
Reflections, as they have been of late. 

If it be asked, What is true Peace, or 
wherein it doth conſiſt >: T anſwer ; That 
the Foundation of true Peace, conſiſts i in. 
a Sight of and Sorrow for Sin, and a 
tutning from it with Grief and Abhorrence, 
unto God, in and through Jeſus. Chriſt. 
As the departure of Man from God; 
was the Cauſe of all our Troubles and 
Adverſities; ſo true Peace and ** 
is 


Ea 

is to be had no other way, tlian by a ſin- 
cete return to him: This is the only way 
to have true Peace of Conſcience, and to 
have a Claim to Outward Peace too: 
When a Man's Ways pleaſe the Lord, he 
maketh even his Enemies to be at Peace 
with him, Prov. xvi. 7. And that this 
Peace may be maintained, we muſt as 
much as may be ſhun and avoid any 
thing that may juſtly give Offence ; for 
thus we ought, as much as may be, If ze 
be poſſible, to live peaceably with all Men, 
Rom. xii. 18. Yet not by a partaking 
with Perſons in their Sins, 1 Tim. v. 22. 
but by avoiding unneceſſary Quacrtels, 
and Contentions with their Perſons. And 
that we may avoid doing ſo, let us for- 
bear to cenſure any Mans Intentions, till 
his Words, or Actions, make them plain 
unto us: Let us remember, that Chriſti- 
an Love or Charity thinketh no Evil, 
I Cor. xiii. 5. that is, (I humbly conceive) 
doth nor ſurmiſe, nor paſs Sentence on a 
Perſon or his Actions, to be Evil, wich- 
out juſt and ſufficient Ground. Ground- 
leſs Jealouſy, where it is given way to, 
is oftentimes as fatal as inconſiderate 
Love; than either of which, there is ſcarce 
any thing that is more prejudicial to Peace. 
Again, true Peace doth conſiſt in, or is 
promoted by, an unprejudiced and im- 

| * B 2 Partial 
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partial Carriage and Behaviour: When 
we conſider of Things as they are, and 
are ſatisfied they are, in themſelves, nei- 
ther better, or worſe, becauſe ſuch or ſuch 
Perſons are either for or againft them, 
this is to act according to true Reaſon ; 
and where true Reaſon ruleth, Peac 
commonly flouriſſetetn. 

Again, true Peace is promoted, by ha- 
ving atrue Love to the Perſons of all Men; 
if we differ, or diſagree, let it be with 
their Vices only; for. we ſhould love them 
as Men, tho we hate them as ſinful Men; 
and then tis their Crimes, and not Per- 
ſons, that is the Object of our hate, Eſal. 
cxxxix. 21. But when Perſons, out of a 
Pretence that they abhor the Crimes of 
others, manifeſt rhe Crime of Uncharita- 
bleneſs to be in themſelves; this 'is a 
great Hindrance to, if not deſtructive of 
true Peace. 45 i ne 

Again, true Peace is promoted by the 
ſpeaking the Truth of one another, in 
Love; for as the Truth may be impri- 
ſoned in Unrighteouſneſs, to the Prejudice 
of a Perſon's Reputation; which is done, 
when we deny our, Teſtimony of rhe 
Truth, when our Neighbours  Circum- 
ſtances require it ſhould be divulged; ſo 
it may be diſcovered in Unrighteouſneſs, 
which is, when ſuch diſcoyery'tends only 
. | 59 
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to reproach the Perſon concern d; and 
not to prevent any Evil, either to them- 
ſelves, or others. Bur 'tis very, very 
ſad ro conſider, that Chriſtians of late 
ſtrain their Oratory, to bring one another 
under Odium and Diſgrace, as much as 


ever Tertullus ſtrained his againſt Paul. 
If we would have Peace, let us not ſo 
pore on Perſons Infirmities, as to over- 
look what is praiſe-worthy in them; of 
the two, let us rather obſerve the contra- 
ry Rule; Love covers, or ſhould cover, a 
Multitude of Sins, 1 Pet. iv. 8. As Envy 
and Hatred are ever raking in the Sinks 
of Mens Infirmities; ſo Chriſtian Love 
and Charity are ready to ſpread a Man- 
tle over our Fellow's Blemiſhes and Im- 
perfections; and never ſo remember their 
Failings as Men, as to forget their Vir- 
tues, as Chriſtians. Remarkable is that 
which is ſtoried of Queen Elizabeth, 
who (as *'tis ſaid ) had a prudent and 
faithful Counſellor, who had a fore Leg; 
which, when he was in the Queen's Pre- 
ſence, he was afraid would be offenſive to 
her: Which being perceived, Sit down my 
Lord, ſaid the ſagacious Queen, we prize 
your Company much, not for yaur bad Leg, 
but for your good Head. 2501 
If we 3 have Peace, let the Things 


wherein we agree, which are Gong 8. 
wy ave 
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have greater Force to unite our Affections, 
than the Things wherein we diſagree, 
which are Accidentals only, have to diſ- 
unite them ; as far as we agree together, 
ſo far let us walk gs and herein 


we ſhall imitate the Example of wiſe and 
holy Men, who are gone before us: That 
eminently holy, and univerſally learned 
Prelate, Biſhop Uſher, and that grave and 
prudent Judge, the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hale, were intimarely acquainted, and had 
frequenr Converſation with the Reverend 
Mr. Baxter, tho he was a Diſſenter; and 
yet perhaps, thatBiſhop T/her was as great 
a Divine, and the Lord Hale as grave and 
faithful a Judge, as ever adorn'd the Bri- 
tiſh Nation. 21 
Laſtly, If we would have true Peace, 
let not any Injuries, eicher ſuppoſed or 
real, that we may receive from Fellow 
Creatures, cauſe us to fall foul on the Re- 
5 that they profeſs; leſt we wound 
Chriſt, through the Sides of his Profeſſors. 
Nor let us ſo much as inſinuate, that any 
are malicious People, becauſe they are of 
this, or that Religion; for it is not Reli- 
gion, but the want of it, that makes Peo- 
ple ſo. Or however, if weſhow the mean 
Opinion that we have of any, let us not 
by way of Irony, call them Saints. E- 
nough! dear Chriſtians, enough ! yea 
| | 8 more 
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more than too much, has been already 
done, of this Nature ; therefore, do not 
proceed to tell it in Gath, nor to publiſh 
it in the Streets of Astelon; but for the 
future, on every Side, let us do by each 

others Failings and Infirmities, as the 
Diſciples of John did by the Body of their 
Maſter ; that is, Go and bury them, and 
only go, and tell Jeſas. | 

If true Peace, as hath been obſerved, 
hath its Foundation in our return to God, 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt; then from 
hence learn we the Excellency of it; for 
ſurely it is our higheſt Intereſt, as well as 
Duty, to be at any pains to attain it. 
Very welcome ſhould the Advice be to us, 
which Eliphaz gives Fob; Chap. xxii. 21. 
Acquaint thy ſelf with him now, and be at 
Peace. And here, the Excellency of the 
Means propoſed to attain Peace, befpeaks 
the Excellency of it; for that which is at- 
tain d by the moſt excellent Means, is in 
it ſelf moſt excellent, when it is attain d. 
And if true Peace have its Foundation in 
our return to God, then it's permanent 
and laſting; yea, everlaſting; and this 
likewiſe beſpeaks its Excellency. 
SBaublunary Things, tho' ſome of them 
have a ſnow of Excellency, yet they are 
fleeting, and gone in an inſtant ſuddenly: 
for as Solomon obſerves to us, Accleſ. vii. 


6, 
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6. As the Crackling of Thorns uucler-a Pot, 
which makes a Noiſe, and is but a tran- 
1ent Blaze, ) ſo is the Laughter of the Fool. 

Parallel to this, is what David ſays, Pſal. 

viii. 9. Before your Pots can feel the Thorns, 
he ſhall take them away ſuddenty, both li- 
ving and in his Wrath. By Thorns is 
meant, by a Metonymy, the Fire that is 
engendred by them; which ſhews the 
ſhortneſs of temporal Delight and Plea- 
ſure. | 
Another Excellency of true Peace is, 
that outward Troubles doth not, nor can- 
not deſtroy the ſame ; but the Soul, when 
moſt oppreſs d with worldly Trouble, 
clings cloſeſt to God; as David, Pſal. xlii. 

6. O my God, my Soul is caſt down within me, 
therefore will I remember thee from the 
Land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, * 
and from the Hill Mizar. 

Another Excellency of true Peace is, 
that as it ſweetens the Affairs of Life, ſo 
it ſupports under the Strokes of Death : 
this cauſeth the Soul to ſing the Song of 
Sion, When not paſt the. Swellings of For- _ 
dan; and nothing ſhort of a well-ground- 
ed Peace can do this. When Fleſh and 
Heart fails, nothing ſhort of a 'well- 
grounded Peace can be a Support to us: 
This David has once and again hinted 
to 'us; when his Fleſh and his Heart 

| 4 failed, 
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failed, God only was, God only could 


be, his Support and Comfort, P.. Ixxiii. 
26. and in the everlaſting Covenant of 
Peace, lay all his Salvation and all his 
Deſire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. and if ſo, then 
who would not forego all other Things, 
to be poſſeſsd of this Pearl; and not 
give way to yain Jangling, and Conten- 
tion, 10 as to interrupt the Comfort of it? 
Indeed it is natural for Children to come 
crying into the World; but tis worſe 
than Childiſh, far worſe, for Perſons to 
go wrangling out of it. 
Another Excellency of true Peace is, 
that it is a chief Ingredient in heavenly 
Felicity: Peace, doth not only ſweeten 
Life and Death, bur ir accompanies pi- 
ous Souls into the bliſsful Regions above; 
where it is, and ever will be enjoy d with- 
out Intermiſſion, and that in a moſt pure 
and perfect Manner, without any Alloy 
of Trouble. And that we may not be 
caſt down, by Reaſon of any of the Trou- 
bles and Fatigues of this Life; it may 
be of uſe to us to conſider, that this only 
is our Time of Trial, and Probation; and 
that we ought to acquit our ſelves, as 
Men and Chriſtians, in paſſing thro good 
Report, and evil Report; and that we 
may do ſo, it may be of uſe to us, to 
believe firmly, and to remember con- 
* F 
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ſtantly, that nothing can befall us, at 
leaſt, without the permiſſive Will of God. 
This Conſideration kept David's Spirit 
from being ruffled by the Storm of Shi- 
meis Outrage againſt him; who uſed 


very opprobious Language againſt him, 


and curſed him with a very grievous and 
bitter Curſe, 1 Hings ii. 8. Yet, he 
quietly acquieſced in the Divine, Per- 
miſſive Will: knowing, that God would 
make the Wrath of Man ſubſervient to 
his own Praiſe and and Glory, Pſ. Ixxvi. 
Lo. For want of this Conſideration, ( what 
pity 15 it that) many Chriſtians ſhould 
aſſimilate thoſe Irrational Creatures, who 
ſnarle at the Stone, and never mind the 
Hand that throws it. Let us conſider 
too, the brevity and uncertainty of Life; 


and then, when we are giving way to Strife 
and Contention, we ſhall find Reaſon to 


ſay to our ſelves, and to one another, 
what Barzillai, in another Caſe, ſaid to 
King David, viz. . How long have I to 
live, that I ſhould go up with the King ta 
Feruſalem? 2 Sam. xix. 34. ſo we ſhould 
fay, how long have we to live, that we 


ſhould ſpend our time, to ſo little pur- 


poſe ; nay, to ſo bad purpoſe, as to de- 
fame, and diſgrace one another? And 
while we remember the ſhortneſs of Life, 


we muſt needs chink of rhe certainty of 


Death ; 
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Death; and believe it, whatever are our 
Thoughts or Practices now, when we 
come to die, it will be no grief of Heart 
to us, to have ground to ſay; I have en- 
d(eavoured to live in Peace with all Men, 

and now Lord, let me depart in Peace, ac- 

according to thy Word. e 

Again, would we be beloved while 
we live, and lamented when we die: 
Let us, to our utmoſt," follow the Things 


chat make for Peace: The Remembrance 


of ſuch a Temper and Diſpoſition, will 
be as Aromatick Ointment, poured on 
our Names, to perfume our Memories 
to Poſterity. Let us not only talk of 
living down our Debates, and Controver- 
ſies; but by the Grace of God, let us 
in good earneſt endeavour to do ſo; and 
then they (whoever they are,) will have 
Cauſe to be aſhamed, who falſly accuſe 
our good Converſation in Chriſt, 2 Pez. 
iii. 16. then will Perſons have no longer 
Reaſon to ſay of us, Behold! how theſe *' 
_ Chriſtians revile and beſpatter one ano- 
ther; but they will have Reaſon to ſay 
of us, as was ſaid of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, Behold! how theſe Chriſtians | 
love one another. | 
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| "That conſecrated Aaron's Head, 
e Face anointed'by this Means, 
Di brotherly Love reſem bled. 
Net only unto Aaron!s Beard, 
I Ai 2 precious Drops diftill,- I 
Dom to his Shirts it was fed» 
A And did the fame with Odaurs H. 
t like the Dem os Hermon Hill, 
it fruitful to rmin 

6n's Silver Drops, that Bill nd 
OR to water all the Plain. _ 
On theſe the Lord, in plenteous 8 fene, 
His Jpecial Ble ag will beſtom, 
Blei 4 of L | 
n, never Hal 42 x Ending kon. 
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